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Agenda
• Review of Water Rights and Exchanges

• State Engineers authority from Statute 

• Sample Exchange E2451 (35-9116)

• Points of Diversion/Exchange

• Right to divert water 

• Snyderville Basin Groundwater Management Plan



Elements of a Water Right
• Ownership

• Priority Date

• Point(s) of Diversion

• Quantity (Flow or Volume)

• Nature of Use

• Irrigation, Domestic, 

Stock, municipal, etc.

• Amount of Use

• Period of Use

• Place of Use

• Storage



Elements of an Exchange
• Ownership

• Priority Date

• Point(s) of Exchange

• Quantity (Flow or Volume)

• Basis of Exchange

• Point(s) of Release

• Nature of Use

• Irrigation, Domestic, 

Stock, Municipal, etc.

• Amount of Use

• Period of Use

• Place of Use

• Storage



State Engineer’s Authority
• Defined by Title 73 of the Utah Code

• 73-2-1.3a The State Engineer shall be responsible for the general administrative 

supervision of the waters of the state and the measurement, appropriation, apportionment, 

and distribution of those waters.

• 73-5-4.  Controlling works and measuring devices.

•  Also required by the Snyderville Basin Groundwater Management Plan

• 73-5-8. Audits -- Reports by users to engineer.



Water Right Exchange Sample E2451 (35-9116)



Water Right Exchange Sample E2451 (35-9116) cont.



Water Right Exchange Sample E2451 (35-9116) cont.



Water Right Exchange Sample E2451 (35-9116) cont.



Water Right Exchange Sample E2451 (35-9116) cont.



Right to Divert
• From the Majority of the Points of Exchange (wells) the only entity allowed to divert 

water is the Owner of the Exchange as listed on the Records of the State Engineer 
• Ownership of a well does not grant a right to divert water 
• Owner of a Water Right or Exchange can enter into a private contract to allow others to 

divert portions or all of the owners right according to the terms of the contract and 
subject to the limits of the right

• State Engineer does not have authority over private contracts. 
• Points of Exchange are not exclusive to a single water right or exchange. Lot owner 

can secure a water right or contract and file a Change Application or Exchange to allow 
for other water to be diverted from a well on the parcel 

• All Changes and Exchanges are subject to the Snyderville Basin Groundwater 
Management Plan



Changing or Exchanging additional water
• Points of Exchange are not exclusive to a single water right or exchange.

• Lot owner can secure an additional water right or contract and file a Change Application 

or Exchange to allow for additional diversion

• This is a two step process Ownership of the right or contract is only the first step.

• Owner is responsible to file an application with the State Engineer to change the Point of 

Diversion or Exchange and the nature and place of use as needed

• All Applications for Change or Exchange are subject to the Snyderville Basin 

Groundwater Management plan



Snyderville Basin Groundwater 
Management Plan, 9/9/19 

Key points from the Groundwater Management Plan:

• Basin remains closed to all new appropriations, surface or groundwater

• Change/Exchange of existing rights in the basin will be considered
• Change/Exchange of water from outside the basin, Not Approved
• Change/Exchange to import water will be considered
• Change/Exchange from Silver Creek to East Canyon, Not Approved*
• Change/Exchange from East Canyon to Lower Silver Creek will be 

considered if groundwater system support can be demonstrated
• Change/Exchange from East Canyon to Upper Silver Creek, Not 

Approved
• All Applicants shall install controlling works and measurement per Utah 

Code 73-5-15

*unless applicant can demonstrate the hydrologic system is not adversely affected

Review the entire plan on our website: 
www.waterrights.utah.gov/groundwater/ManagementReports/Snyderville/Snyderville_GWMP.pdf

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/groundwater/ManagementReports/Snyderville/Snyderville_GWMP.pdf


Basin Map from 
Groundwater 

Management Plan


